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disease. It is also certain that these effects mightj to a great extent, have been avoided by a proper staff of medical men, properly provided with medicines, diet, and hospitals. The British nation has had the humiliation of seeing that, whilst the medical arrangements of its army has presented nothing but confusion and inefficiency, the French army by its side has been supplied with active medical officers, abundant medicines, and every comfort. After a glorious battle in which both armies were engaged, whilst the British wounded soldier was obliged to remain for days on the spot where he fell, his French comrade was conveyed in a spring cart or ambulance to a general depot, where an efficient staff of medical officers attended to his wants. Whilst the British army was shivering for want of clothing, the French army, out of its abundance, furnished it with 12,000 great coats. Whilst the British soldier was starving on biscuit, a quarter of a pound of salt pork, and unusable green coffee, the French soldier was enjoying abundant rations. The very transport of the wounded over a few miles of country to be embarked for a distant hospital, could not have been accomplished without the aid of mules and panniers for the sick, supplied for that purpose by our allies. Then the conveyance of these wounded from Balaklava to Constantinople, reminds us of the horribleaccounts we have read as occurring on board slavers, more than of anything else,?five hundred men, suffering under various kinds of wounds, some sick and others affected with cholera, packed together in a single vessel, rolling on the sea, and attended by some one or two assistant-surgeons. We read of amputations, performed on account of frost-bite, although stoves were abundant, but could not be obtained ; of hundreds sinking from diarrhoea, when the medical attendants could not procure the most simple remedies. The result is that, while the French army is strong, vigorous, and prepared to reap the glory of a successful enterprise in war, the British army has given up to its allies the defence of its batteries, and been converted into a rear-guard, to watch the progress of events.
The real cause of all these disasters is, in our opinion, the inferior position occupied by the profession of medicine in this country, in its relation to the state.
The medical directors of the army are mere no-bodies, unregarded and unhonoured by the other departments. Here they are embarked without stores? there censured without cause. In the army a physician or surgeon holds a very subordinate position to his equal in rank who is a mere fighting man. Dr Wilson, who rallied a few men to repel a charge in a skirmish, was lauded to the skies, whereas the skilful exercise of his profession whereby thousands of lives might have been saved, would never have gained him the slightest attention. In the navy medical men are so treated that scarcely any man of education and knowledge of his profession will enter it. It is a service completely tabooed to men of ability and distinction, and we consequently read of a long list of ships in commission with not one-half of the necessary complement of surgeons. To supply the deficiency, our Royal Colleges have remitted some of the studies of students, so that the evils of an improper administration, are sought to be counteracted by diminished professional education. In short, these institutions look after their petty interests, quarrel with one another, oppose every plan having for its object a national rather than a local policy, and so assist* in rendering the present confusion worse confounded.
The only remedy for the cure of the evils under which the profession and the country groan, is the introduction of a national system of medical reform, by a minister who will think only of the public good: Government The number of candidates is unusually large, and from the equality of merit, the academicians will have great difficulty in making the election.? L' Union Medicate.
